A magical journey from Beijing to Xi'an

Queensferry High School & Liberton High School trip to China, October 2025.

This autumn, S4 Mandarin students and staff from both Queensferry High School and Liberton High
School embarked on an extraordinary nine-day adventure through China, exploring the historic cities of
Beijing and Xi'an. The trip proved to be a perfect blend of cultural immersion, historical discovery, and
unforgettable experiences.

Our Beijing days were packed with iconic landmarks. We walked along the magnificent Great Wall,
marvelling at this ancient wonder as it snaked across the mountains. We did not anticipate just how
challenging it would be to climb the steps, but we had great fun trying, our step count that day was
through the roof! The grandeur of the Forbidden City left us in awe, while Tiananmen Square's vastness
gave us a sense of China's scale and history. We also explored the Temple of Heaven's stunning
architecture and wandered through the peaceful Summer Palace gardens on what was a beautiful
sunny day.

One of the trip's highlights was visiting a local Chinese secondary school, where we didn't just observe
but participated. We joined PE, Art, and English lessons alongside Chinese students, forming
connections that transcended language barriers. We even met the school's lamas—an unexpected and
delightful surprise!

Our journey to Xi'an aboard China's high-speed train was thrilling, as we hurtled through the
countryside at speeds exceeding 346 kilometres per hour. In Xi'an, we stood face-to-face with the
extraordinary Terracotta Warriors, silent guardians of the emperor, that have stood for over two
millennia. We cycled along the ancient city walls and explored the vibrant old town with its striking
pagoda.

Beyond sightseeing, we immersed ourselves in Chinese culture through hands-on experiences. A
pottery workshop let us try our hand at traditional crafts, while our culinary adventures were endless.
From sizzling hot pot to bustling market street food, we sampled dishes that were a feast on the eyes
and gave us an understanding of Chinese cuisine. We travelled back to Beijing aboard a sleeper train
and delighted in our Bullet Train slippers given to us for the journey.



The Giant Pandas at Beijing's panda centre stole our hearts as we watched them munching bamboo,
lounging, and playing. We visited the Panda café too and had fabulous panda inspired coffees.

Every student and staff member returned home with memories to last a lifetime, a deeper appreciation
for Chinese culture, and stories that will be shared for years to come. This trip was truly the experience
of a lifetime!

“Taking our S4 pupils to Beijing and Xi'an was pure magic. From our first steps on the Great Wall of
China to the silent awe before Xi'an's Terracotta Army, every moment pulsed with wonder.

Trip highlights:

e Watching our pupils successfully bargain in Mandarin at Beijing’s markets!
e Spending time with local Chinese students and forging instant friendships.
e Hearing pupils say they definitely want to return to China with their parents next year!

Jet lag and tiredness tested us, but the pupils supported each other with newfound fluency and
empathy. For us, seeing shy voices grow bold and horizons widen was priceless. They returned not just
with souvenirs, but with curiosity ignited. An unforgettable adventure—thank you, pupils, parents, our
amazing colleagues and SWIRE!"

Queensferry and Liberton participating staff.



Student reflections:

“My trip to China was a wonderful experience. | thought it was an amazing opportunity to immerse
myself in a new culture very different to my own. One of my favourite parts of the trip was the Great
Wall. | obviously expected it to be amazing already, but | definitely didn't think it would be that cool...
or that steep. It definitely wasn't as flat as | thought it would be, but nonetheless it was a totally
awesome experience and a great way to get the steps in. Another absolute highlight would have to be
going to the local school. Going to the local school was probably my favourite part of the trip, | thought
it was so cool getting to speak to the students about their day to day lives and engage in some of the
classes. Their English was also very, very good, so it was very simple making conversation with
everyone there, plus they were all very friendly and welcoming! A third and final highlight if | had to
choose would be the food. | absolutely loved all the food we ate in China, everything was so unique
and different to what | usually have at home. | especially liked the peaking duck, | thought that was
pretty different to anything I've eaten before. Overall, | had an excellent time in China and it's an
experience | shall never forget, not just because of the amazing sights and food but also because of the
lovely people.”

Elizabeth, S4

“The China trip was an absolute life changing experience and definitely a journey in my life | will never
forget. Learning the culture and language is something | have always been interested in. The Great Wall
has to be one of my favourite activities of the trip, the effort and sensory was incredible. Along with
the tea house seeing people with such amazing talent and skills. But not to forget about the temple of
heaven and learning Chinese amazing history. If | had the opportunity, | would definitely visit China
again!"

Megan, 54

“In October | went on a trip to China with Liberton High School as part of my Queensferry High School
National 5 Mandarin class. This trip really changed my perception of the world, and of different
cultures, because the norms in China were so different from the ones I'm used to in the UK. For
example, the roads were so clean! Squatting toilets were a surprise, and it was interesting to me how
few foreigners were visible in the streets. This difference of cultures was one of the reasons why |
loved going to China so much, experiencing new things and new places, and meeting new friends.



My top three highlights of this trip were: 1) going to the Great Wall of China and meeting a class of
Chinese students there, 2) enjoying lots of authentic Chinese food (that is not takeaway), 3) racing my
friends cycling across the Xi'an city walls while looking down on the city. | really, really loved this trip,
and would very much like to go back to have another experience of China."

Julia, 54

My favourite parts about China were definitely the Great Wall, the zoo and the middle school.
| especially enjoyed the Great Wall because | found the view from the top really pretty, and it was a
nice sunny day, so climbing it was not as tricky as | thought it would be.

The zoo was also one of my highlights because even though we only visited the pandas, the panda park
was still quite big, and there were lots of panda-themed shops which | found cute, and there was also a
cafe too which was really cool because all the food there had pandas on it. After sitting in the café for a
little bit, | went with my friends back to the pandas, the one that came right up to the glass, which |
thought was so cute and made me happy.

Lastly, | really enjoyed the middle school because it was very interesting to see how different their days
are from ours. | like the PE class, in which we did shooting and badminton. | quite liked the shooting
because I've never done it before and | found it really fun.

Just before PE class, we had an English class, which | found was quite calming since they gave us some
tea and we just had to read through some text and answer questions on a piece of paper, And at the
end of the day, it was art class, my favourite, in art class | found it very fun, because we stuck some
gold leaves on paper and made a cool drawing."

Eva, 54

Angelina Ross, Queensferry High School, Edinburgh



