
Beijing: 55 students, 12 sites, 6 workshops, 1 show and lots of hot pot! 

Students from Jesmond Park, Callerton, Gosforth and North Gosforth Academies enjoy their first 
experience of China, July 2025. 

 

During our 9 days 7 nights trip to Beijing, we have visited a great range of attractions including the Great Wall of China, 
Forbidden City, JingShan Park, Tiananmen Square, Temple of Heaven, Summer Palace, Olympics’ Bird Nest Stadium, 
BeiHai Park, Bell and Drum Tower, Beijing Hutongs and Lama Temple. Apart from visiting historical places, the students 
have learnt some Tai Chi, Kung Fu, dumpling making, calligraphy writing, tea drinking and explored Chinese 
architecture from a variety of workshops. During the trip, everyone was immersed in the language environment by 
speaking to the locals, reading signs in Chinese characters and haggling in Mandarin to get the cheapest deal possible! 

 

 

 
The students have had such an amazing time, and we know that for sure via messages from students and parents, here 
are a few: 
 
‘I really enjoyed the trip, it was interesting to see the culture and differences to other places and the itinerary was amazing. I 
really enjoyed watching the acrobatics show, the Great Wall was amazing to get to see in person, and the Forbidden City’s 
history was interesting to learn about. It was also fun to experience haggling at the pearl market and the cooking class.’ 
 
‘I really loved it, it was really fun to go and see all of the sights. My favourite parts were doing the activities and classes but 
also the food was really good, and my favourite meal was probably the hot pot.’  
 

 



 
‘I thought the acrobatics show was really incredible, and I was not expecting it to be, so I think that was my favourite part.’ 
'The Beijing trip was an amazing experience which I'll remember for long time. The heat felt so nice and the food was delicious 
although needing to ask for the ingredients each time was a hassle.' 
 

 

 
 ‘Amazing, I will remember this trip forever. We did so much and experienced things like the Great Wall which was incredible. 
The food was amazing, some of the best and most exciting food I have ever eaten.' 
 
‘It was great fun spending time in China with friends from my school and meeting people from other schools. It was especially 
fun on the tour bus with Linda, Christina, and all the chanting from the back. Jasmine Tea is amazing. Beijing is a vibrant city 
with a blend of old and new, and it is quite large. The Great Wall is very steep.’ 
 

 

 
 ‘Amazing, greatly challenges the ideas the west holds on China. Really shows the incredible development and advances in 
technology. I felt what I saw was a bit propagandised and touristy but that makes sense for a week-long school trip in a 
country with a high level of censorship. Food felt a bit repetitive and was quite salty and mostly fried - nice but felt a bit unwell 
after a couple of days. The great wall was gorgeous, and it was fascinating to see the forbidden city - didn’t realise it was so 
big before going.’ 
 
 ‘The trip was amazing as we got see all parts of China including the city with tall skyscrapers, the slums and the historical 
places (Great Wall and Forbidden City etc.). It was also nice to try the different types of food. We have learnt how to haggle at 
the pearl market.’ 
 

 

 



‘Just wanted to say a huge thank you from us all for taking the trip to China last week. I appreciate what a huge responsibility 
it is to lead a trip with so many teenagers so far away and to plan such an amazing range of experiences for them all too!’ 
 
‘Owen has had a fantastic time! He has sat with us this afternoon talking us through all his photos, souvenirs and stories and 
I’m sure we will hear more as the week goes on…!  What an incredible experience for them all, thank you and your colleagues 
so much for making that happen.’ 
 

   

 
Overall, the experience was more than positive for all students and teachers. We truly appreciate the funding support 
from the Swire Foundation to have allowed this to happen. Without the funding, some students would not have been 
able to afford this once-in-a-lifetime experience. Thank you once again! 
 

 

 

      

 
 

Jowene Chia, SCLC Gosforth Co-ordinator and Teacher. 


