
Gorse Academies Trip to China 14-23 October 2025 
 

65 students from the Swire Chinese Language Centre Leeds embrace new opportunities during 
their first real taste of China, many having never travelled before. 

 

 
 

      
 

After a long journey from Heathrow, our group of 65 excited students finally touched down in Beijing – and we didn’t 
waste a moment! We began by exploring the historic Hutongs, admiring the shimmering lakeside views by night, and 
browsing the local shops before enjoying a delicious welcome meal at a traditional Chinese restaurant. 
 

 



Following a well-earned night’s sleep, our first full day in Beijing began with a hands-on Chinese dumpling-making class. 
Students learned the art of folding and filling traditional dumplings, discovered the cultural significance of the dish, and 
of course tasted their own creations fresh from the pan! 
 

 
 

We then visited the iconic Forbidden City, wandering through its grand halls and courtyards before climbing to the top 
of Jingshan Park to enjoy impressive views of the Beijing skyline. The day ended with a tasty meal at a local noodle 
restaurant – the perfect finish to a day full of culture and flavour. 
 

 
 

Our second day in Beijing was a particularly special one, spent at Yungang Middle School. We received a wonderfully 
warm welcome from both students and staff. Our pupils joined the whole-school morning exercises and took part in a 
variety of lessons with their Chinese partners, gaining a real insight into school life in China. It was inspiring to see our 
students collaborating on maths problems, participating in science lessons, and building connections through language 
and learning. We are delighted to have established this partnership, which will help shape future trips to China and may 
even lead to Chinese students visiting us in Leeds. 



  
 

After school, students put their Mandarin skills into action at the Pearl Market, bargaining brilliantly to secure 
impressive deals on souvenirs and gifts to take home. To round off the day, we enjoyed an amazing Chinese acrobatics 
show before another delicious traditional dinner. 
 

 
 

The following morning began bright and early with a hike along the Great Wall of China – an unforgettable highlight for 
many! Students tackled the steep steps with determination and were rewarded with breathtaking views of one of the 
Seven Wonders of the World. A well-deserved lunch in a village at the foot of the Wall gave us a memorable taste of 
rural China. 
 

 
 



Later, we visited Beijing’s Olympic Park, home to the famous Bird’s Nest Stadium and Water Cube, before enjoying a 
special Peking duck banquet to celebrate our final evening in the capital. 
 

 
 

The next day, we boarded a high-speed train to Xi’an, an experience that amazed students as we crossed such a vast 
distance in so little time – with plenty of comparisons made to train travel in the UK! On arrival, we headed straight to 
the ancient city walls for a beautiful and active introduction to Xi’an, walking and cycling along the top to take in the 
views. 
 

 
 

That evening, we explored the lively Muslim Quarter, full of colour, sound, street food and stalls. Students completed a 
Mandarin scavenger hunt and sampled local delicacies before dinner and then settled into a fantastic hotel in the heart 
of the city. 
 
The next morning, we took part in a Terracotta Warrior workshop, where students worked in teams to create their very 
own clay warriors. After a delicious buffet lunch, we visited the world-famous Terracotta Army Museum, exploring all 
three pits and marveling at the thousands of life-sized warriors that have stood guard for more than 2,000 years – a 
truly awe-inspiring sight. 



 
 

     
 

Another early start saw us travel by train from Xi’an to Chengdu. We began with a peaceful visit to Du Fu’s Thatched 
Cottage, a beautiful cultural site dedicated to one of China’s most celebrated poets. We then took part in a Chinese 
calligraphy workshop, learning the basic techniques and creating personalised scrolls to take home. To end the day, we 
enjoyed a traditional Chengdu hotpot, where students tried new dishes and embraced the bold flavours of Sichuan 
cuisine. 
 

     
 
Our final day was spent at the incredible Chengdu Research Base of Giant Panda Breeding, where we were able to see 
adorable pandas up close and learn about conservation efforts to protect this endangered species. In the afternoon, 
students took part in an energising outdoor Kung Fu class led by a master, followed by a calming Kung Fu tea ceremony. 
We ended the day with a pizza-and-cake celebration for a student’s birthday – a joyful end to an unforgettable week. 
 



      
 

We were extremely proud to take such a diverse group of students on this extraordinary journey to China, including 
those who had never travelled before and others who face additional challenges or have special educational needs. 
Over the past three years, these trips have been truly life changing. They have broadened our students’ horizons, 
allowing them to experience new cultures, taste new foods, embrace new opportunities and grow in confidence and 
independence away from home. 
 

 
 
For our Mandarin students, the chance to use the language in real-life situations and understand native speakers in 
context has been invaluable. They returned with increased confidence, a deeper appreciation of Chinese culture, and 
lasting friendships – both with peers across the trust and with students in China, which is incredibly special. 
We are enormously grateful for this life-enhancing opportunity and for the meaningful and lasting impact it continues 
to have on our young people. 
 
 
Sarah Clayton, SCLC Leeds Coordinator and Partnership Director, The Gorse Academies Trust 
 


